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1) WRITING TASK  2  
In many countries today, crime novels and TV crime dramas are becoming more   and more popular. 
Why do you think these books and TV shows are so popular? What is your opinion of crime fiction and 
TV crime dramas? 
 
Sample Essay 
 
In many countries, there is a rise in the popularity of novels and TV dramas about crime. I believe this is 
because they do a good job keeping the audience engaged. In general, they are good because they can 
act as a warning of potential danger. 
 
You are actively engaged with the suspense created in a crime book or show. Unlike other types of 
books and TV series where you just passively watch plots continue, crime books and dramas keep you 
thinking and guessing. You are like a detective, analysing clues and unfolding mysteries. Did the husband 
murder his wife because she found his money-laundering secret? Or did the neighbour next door kill the 
wife because he wants to hide their affair? Suspense like this really gets you strongly involved in the 
story and wanting more of it. 
 
Crime novels and dramas can warn you of potential dangers. Many crime dramas on TV are based on 
true stories. Crime novels might also be loosely based on real cases. They inform you of methods real-
life criminals might use. For example, a Netflix show depicts a serial killer pretending to have mobility 
issues by walking with a cane. He asks his victims to help him carry things to his car. Once the victims are 
leaning into his car, he hits their head with a crowbar. This educates you that exploiting the trusting 
nature of people is a method that criminals might use to lure you and that you should never fully trust 
someone you’ve only just met. 
 
In conclusion, crime novels and dramas are so popular in many countries because they keep the 
audience engaged. They can be educational because they can warn of potential dangers. 
 

2) WRITING TASK  2  
Some believe that modern technology is increasing the gap between rich and poor, while others 
disagree. Discuss both these views and give your own opinion. 
 
Sample Essay 
 
Some people believe that modern technology is widening the gulf between rich and poor, whereas 
others feel that it is bridging it. I agree with the former point of view because technology by and large 
benefits wealthy people. 
 
On the one hand, it can be argued that the poor can now educate themselves online for free. In the pre-
Internet era, those who had little education almost had no opportunity to ‘escape’ to better 



employment. They had to do low-skilled jobs and earn minimum wages all their working life. However, 
now poor people can acquire knowledge by reading articles and watching tutorials on the Internet 
without charge. The knowledge they have gained can help them change their fate. However, I disagree 
with this argument because those that are truly destitute might not have access to a computer or the 
Internet. 
 
On the other hand, technology mainly works to the advantage of the rich. This is because they can 
afford to use advanced technology to create more wealth. Manual workers, in comparison, are being 
replaced by automation. For example, while Amazon founder Jeff Bezos is getting richer and richer as he 
keeps investing in logistics automation for the company’s warehouses, farmers and miners are losing 
their jobs to robots. I agree with this opinion because the poor cannot even keep their manual labour 
jobs, let alone close the gap with the rich. 
 
 In conclusion, I think modern technology is exacerbating economic inequality     because it is primarily in 
favour of already wealthy people. 
 

3) WRITING TASK  2 
In the future it may be necessary for us to live on other planets. For this reason, some people believe 
that we should spend money now researching planets that could be a possible home, such as Mars. To 
what extent do you agree or disagree? 
 
Sample Essay 
 
In the future, we may have to settle on a new planet. It is therefore argued that we should invest money 
now in exploring planets that could provide us a viable alternative to living on Earth. I completely agree 
with this opinion because without this investment, we may cease to exist. Besides, it would take a 
tremendous amount of time to colonize an alien world. 

 

We would become extinct if we don’t search for a second Earth. With urbanization and the increasing 
demand for housing, there would not be enough farmland left to grow crops to feed the rapidly growing 
population on Earth. As a result, we need to invest in exploring other bodies in the solar system to see if 
they have the climate and resources to grow food. Otherwise, we may face starvation which could lead 
to our extinction. 

 

In addition, it would take a long time to establish a colony on another planet. This is because it is 
extremely difficult to detect life-supporting resources there, such as water and oxygen. For example, 
despite more than a decade of research, not until last year did NASA scientists find solid evidence that 
There is liquid water on Mars. Therefore, if we don’t spend money exploring other planets now, we will 
not have a home ready to settle in when Earth is no longer liveable. 

 

In conclusion, we should spend money now on planetary exploration. For one thing, this enables us to 
continue to exist. For another, the colonization of another planet in the solar system cannot be achieved 
in a short period of time. 
 

4) WRITING TASK  2 
Although there is a lot of software available today that can translate from one language to another, it 
is still necessary for people to learn a foreign language. To what extent do you agree or disagree with 
this statement? 



Sample Essay 
 
Despite the availability of a great deal of language translation software, foreign language learning is still 
necessary. I completely agree with this statement because people tend not to interact with each other 
further when using a translation tool. Besides, they can have higher chances to succeed in life if they 
speak another language. 
 
Translation software discourages further interaction. For example, if a tourist asks a local for directions 
by using a translation tool, the local would probably say nothing more than the directions since most 
people do not like communicating with a machine.  By contrast, tourists who are able to speak the local 
language show that they respect and love local culture. Locals in turn would extend their hospitality, 
asking about where they are from or even showing them around. 
 
In addition, speaking a second language increases a person’s chances of success in life.  The Internet has 
made the world unbounded. This allows a person to easily make their voices heard by people in another 
country as long as they share a common language. Take for example the famous Norwegian You Tuber 
Nora Alex. His Channel wouldn’t have reached more than one million subscribers if he weren’t able to 
speak English well and just used translation software to add English captions to his videos. 
 
In conclusion, even though there are many translation tools available, learning another language is still 
necessary. For one thing, these tools tend to put people off further interaction, and for another those 
who speak a second language can gain the advantage of reaching more people and thus raise the odds 
of success in life.  
 

5) WRITING TASK  2 
More and more people no longer read newspapers or watch TV programmes to get news. They get 
their news from the Internet. Is this a positive or negative development? 
 
Sample Essay 
 
An increasing number of people do not get news from traditional media anymore. Instead, they turn to 
the Internet for it. I believe this is a positive development because consuming news online offers more 
fun and also helps it circulate fast. 
 
It is much more fun to get news online than from traditional media. On the Internet, a person can 
discuss their favourite current affairs with like-minded people. Take Tesla enthusiasts for example. If 
they read news about the latest model on Twitter, they can share their excitement and discuss in the 
comments whether the model is worth buying. This is much more fun than watching the news on TV 
with their aunts who know nothing about electric cars. 
 
In addition, news travels faster on the Internet than on traditional media. This is because once a person 
reposts a news story on social media, all their friends and colleagues will see it as well. And, the more 
public attention it gets, the more likely the related problem is to be solved. For example, a video 
showing a white woman blocking a black man from entering his own apartment building went viral on 
Facebook. This pressured her employer to take a stand against her discriminatory behaviour, with the 
result that she lost her job. 
 



In conclusion, the Internet not only offers a more fun way to consume news but also allows it to spread 
fast. Thus, it is a positive development that the Internet is becoming more and more popular as a news 
source. 
 

6) WRITING TASK  2 
Some people think that it is better to educate boys and girls in separate schools. Others, however, 
believe that boys and girls benefit more from attending mixed schools. Discuss both these views and 
give your own opinion. 
 
Sample Essay 
 
While some people feel that boys and girls are better to be taught in single-sex schools, others argue 
that the two sexes get more out of coeducation. Although single-sex classrooms can help pupils achieve 
better academic results, I believe mixed-sex schools are better because they cultivate respect between 
the two genders. 
 
On the one hand, it can be argued that those who go to an all-boys or all-girls school are more likely to 
have higher academic achievement. In coeducational schools, it is easy for adolescents to develop an 
infatuation for someone of the opposite sex. They may stare at that person instead of focusing on their 
teachers during the class.  In single-sex schools, by contrast, this problem does not arise, and as a 
consequence pupils can fully devote themselves to studying. However, I think academic abilities alone 
cannot guarantee their future career success. To succeed at work, they also need to learn how to 
interact with the other sex, but single-sex schools do not provide an environment in which they can do 
this. 
 
On the other hand, mixed-sex classrooms foster mutual respect. In general, the two genders have 
different strengths. For example, boys tend to be good at sports whereas girls tend to be talented at the 
arts. They can learn from each other and in the process become respectful to each other. I think 
encouraging respect between the two sexes from an early age is extremely important because it helps 
to reduce gender inequality in the workplace. 
 
In conclusion, it is true that schoolchildren who receive single-sex schooling can have better academic 
performance. However, I believe the two sexes should attend school together because this nurtures 
mutual respect. 
 

7) WRITING TASK  2 
Some people think that a sense of competition in children should be encouraged. Others believe that 
children who are taught to cooperate rather than compete become more useful adults. Discuss both 
these views and give your own opinion. 
 
Sample Essay 
 
Some people believe that it is important to instil a sense of competition in children, while others argue 
that children will grow up to become more useful individuals if they are taught how to cooperate 
instead of how to compete. Although many workplace tasks involve teamwork, I believe encouraging 
competition from an early age is more crucial because competitive people are more likely to accomplish 
great things in the future. 
 



On the one hand, many projects at work require employees to work in teams. That is to say, children 
who learn cooperation would be able to better fulfill their role in the workplace since they would know 
how to work together with their teammates to accomplish a common goal. However, I think being a 
good team player alone does not make a person an extremely valuable employee. This is because more 
often than not it is those who love competition that bring innovation to their companies and help them 
stay at the top of their game. 
 
On the other hand, competitiveness helps a person to achieve extraordinary success. Encouraging 
children to compete and not to be afraid of losing increases their chances of becoming pioneers instead 
of followers. They may grow up to become people like Jeff Bezos and Elon Musk, who are willing to 
experiment and fail a lot to innovate to stay ahead of their competitors. I think this is extremely 
important because such people can push humanity forward. 
 
In conclusion, it is true that teamwork is important at work. However, I think competitiveness is an even 
more important personal quality since it is a signal of whether a child would achieve greatness in the 
future. 
 

8) WRITING TASK  2 
A large amount of advertisements nowadays are now targeted at children. Many people say this has 
negative effects on children and should therefore be banned. To what extent do you agree or 
disagree? 
Nowadays a large amount of advertising aimed at children should be banned because of the negative 
effects. To what extent do you agree or disagree? 
 
Sample Essay 
 
Some people feel that a large proportion of advertising that targets children should be prohibited, due 
to the negative impacts. I completely agree with this point of view because otherwise children may 
become unhealthy and have poor relationships with their parents. 
 
Promoting unhealthy foods to children may lead them to develop health problems. Take snack 
advertisements, for example. They use kids’ favourite cartoon characters and special effects to make the 
products look good. As a result, young children may very likely crave them after watching the 
advertisements. As they eat more and more snacks, they may become obese and prone to health 
problems such as diabetes later in life because these foods are generally high in fat, sugar and calories. 
Since many children do not have the ability to control their cravings, marketing unhealthy foods to them 
should be banned to prevent them from consuming too any. 
 
In addition, advertising branded products to children can have a negative influence on the parent-child 
relationship. For example, if children see some cool Nike backpacks in commercials, they may want one 
and ask their parents to buy it for them. However, their parents may not be doing well financially and 
thus refuse their request, which would lead to arguments. That is to say, if advertisements for designer 
goods targeted at children are not banned, they may ask their parents to purchase things that they 
cannot afford every single day, which could cause constant arguing and eventually bad relationships. 
 
In conclusion, much advertising to children should not be allowed because it is detrimental both to their 
health and to their relationships with their parents. 
 



9) WRITING TASK  2 
Family has a great influence on children’s development, but influence from outside the home plays a 
bigger part in children’s lives. To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement? 
 
Sample Essay 
 
External influence plays a greater role in children’s development than family influence does. I 
completely disagree with this point of view because a child’s behaviour is always a reflection of that of 
their parents and they would not be able to pursue their dreams without parental support. 
 
A child’s behaviour always reflects that of their parents. Parents are a child’s first teachers and also the 
people the child is closest to, so it is their behaviour that the child tends to imitate the most. A child who 
sees their parents always argue and fight with their neighbours may well pick this up and become 
violent as well. For instance, they may continue to bully overweight kids at school even after they have 
been reprimanded by their teachers. By contrast, children who are raised by caring parents are very 
likely to become caring people as well. They may go out of their way to help their classmates even if 
their school only values academic achievement. 
 
In addition, whether a child can choose a path they want to take in life depends largely on whether their 
families are supportive. This is because even though teachers and friends can support children mentally, 
normally parents are the only ones that they can get financial help from. Take for example young kids 
who want to become musicians. If their parents do not believe in their dreams and refuse to buy 
instruments for them, they would not even be able to get started. 
 
In conclusion, family has a bigger impact on a child’s development than external factors. For one thing, a 
child’s behaviour mirrors that of their parents and, for another, they would not be able to go in the 
direction they want to go in life without support from their families. 
 

10) WRITING TASK 2 
Some people think watching TV and films makes children more creative. Others think that it can 
actually lower their creativity. Discuss both these views and give your opinion. 
 
Sample Essay 
 
Some people feel that TV and film viewing increases children’s creativity, while others claim that it can 
make them less creative. Although TV shows and films may contain too much detailed information, I 
think they positively impact children’s creativity because they can make children excited about 
something. 
 
On the one hand, TV programs and films can be too detailed. Take for example documentaries about 
lions. They have all the information children want to know about these creatures, such as how they 
hunt, form a pride, and raise their cubs. Therefore, there is no room left for children to imagine what 
lions’ lives are like in the wild. However, I think imagination is only one part of creativity. All these facts 
may inspire children in other ways, such as creating new methods to protect lions and their habitats. 
 
On the other hand, it can be argued that children may become excited about something after watching 
a TV show or film. Some programs are very educational; they vividly inform children about exciting 
current affairs, such as breakthroughs in scientific areas. This can inspire them to create something new 



in the future. For example, Jeff Bezos would not have founded his spaceflight company Blue Origin if he 
had not watched the 1969 moon landing on TV when he was a little boy. I agree with this argument 
because the biggest inspiration for something comes when one can feel the excitement. 
 
In conclusion, even though TV shows and films can overwhelm children with   facts, I still think they can 
help them become more creative because of the excitement they create. 
 

11) WRITING TASK 2 
Some people think that if a country is already rich, further economic development will not result in its 
citizens being any happier. To what extent do you agree or disagree? 
 
Sample Essay 
 
Some people argue that, for citizens of already wealthy countries, further economic advancement will 
not lead them to become any happier. I completely agree with this point of view because when a 
country’s economy is stronger, its workers will be likely to face heavier workloads and more severe 
income inequality. 
 
A stronger economy could mean greater workloads. People in rich countries may be already happy with 
the lifestyles their current salaries are providing, and not want to work harder to earn more. However, 
to grow the economy even further, companies need to increase output and create innovation, which 
could lead to longer working hours. As a result, people may have less time left to enjoy their lives 
outside the workplace. 
 
In addition, economic growth could widen the income gap. When businesses create wealth, the top 
management normally receives large raises or bonuses, whereas low-level workers see little or no 
increase in their wages. This is true whether a country is rich or not. For example, the online retail giant 
Amazon plays an important role in driving the world’s biggest economy America to become even bigger.  
 
Despite the company’s huge economic contribution, their warehouse workers only get paid 15 dollars 
per hour even though CEO Jeff Bezos’ net worth has been growing significantly. Such unfairness can only 
make a country less happy. 
 
In conclusion, economic development would force employees to work harder and exacerbate income 
disparities. Therefore, I strongly feel that it would not increase the happiness of citizens of already 
wealthy countries. 
 

12) WRITING TASK 2 
Some cities create extra housing by building tall buildings. Other cities do this by building on wide 
areas of land. Which do you think is the best solution to the problem of housing? 
 
Sample Essay 
 
To provide additional housing, some cities construct high-rise buildings while other cities develop land in 
extensive areas. In my opinion, the latter approach is the best way to solve the housing problem 
because land in wide areas is usually inexpensive. Besides, high-rise construction can be very costly. 
 



Land in wide areas is relatively low-priced. Only the suburbs of a city have very large parcels of land 
available for real estate development, and these multi-hectare parcels are generally far cheaper than 
even one hectare of land in the city centre. Lower land prices mean cheaper homes. For example, the 
average home value in the suburbs of Beijing is 17,000 Yuan per square meter versus 58,000 Yuan in the 
city centre. Affordable homes are the key to solving the housing crisis because they are exactly what 
people with low incomes need. 
 
In addition, the higher a building rises, the more expensive the construction is. It takes top architects, 
high technologies, and reinforcing steel to build residential skyscrapers, and these things can cost a 
great deal of money. That is to say, these skyscrapers are not where low-income households can afford 
to live. For instance, about one in four high-rise apartments in New York City sit unsold, while tens of 
thousands of citizens are homeless. In comparison, low-rise buildings are much cheaper to construct and 
therefore a much better solution to the affordable housing crisis. 
 
In conclusion, building on extensive areas of land is the optimal method to address the housing problem. 
For one thing, land in these areas tends to be cheaper and, for another, high-rise construction can be 
very expensive. 
 

13) WRITING TASK 2 
Some people believe that countries should produce the food to feed their population themselves and 
import as little as possible. To what extent do you agree or disagree? 
 
Sample Essay 
 
Some people argue that countries should depend on domestic rather than imported produce to feed 
their population. I completely agree with this point of view because if they don’t, low-income people 
might face hunger and agricultural workers might lose their jobs. 
 
A country’s over-reliance on global markets for food can put people on low incomes at risk of starvation. 
This is because it does not have complete control over the food supplied by these markets. For example, 
if flooding hits the rice production of Thailand and Vietnam, the two biggest rice exporters to China, its 
supply would decrease dramatically. The price in turn might increase to the point at which the poor 
would be unable to afford it. This might lead to hunger since rice is a staple food in China. 
 
In addition, the more food a country imports, the higher the unemployment rate among its 
farmworkers. Countries that mainly rely on domestically grown produce to feed their population usually 
have a robust agricultural industry. This means there are many jobs available for farmworkers: they can 
be hired to grow crops or raise animals for slaughter. If these countries switched to food imports, there 
would be large employment losses in farming. Therefore, farmworkers would be struggling to earn an 
income since it is very unlikely that they have the skills needed to work in another sector. 
 
In conclusion, countries should encourage home-grown production and not just depend on uncertain 
global markets for food. Otherwise, people with low incomes may suffer hunger and the jobless rates for 
farmworkers may rise. 
 

14) WRITING TASK 2 
In the future, there will be a higher proportion of older people than young people in many countries. 
Why is this? Is this a positive or negative development? 



Sample Essay 
 
In the future, older people will account for a greater proportion of the population than young people in 
many countries. I believe this is mainly because of longer life expectancies and lower birth rates. 
However, it should be seen as a negative development because it can put an enormous financial strain 
on countries. 
 
For one thing, people now can live much longer lives thanks to medical advancements. Take for example 
seniors with kidney disease. There are medication and surgery that can help them. As for those having 
advanced conditions, they can even have a kidney transplant and go on to live for another 5 or even 10 
years. For another, raising children is more expensive than it has ever been. Many young couples simply 
cannot afford to have one, which leads to a dramatic decline in birth rates. 
 
An aging population, however, can be a massive financial burden on the country. The reason is that the 
government may have to increase its expenditure on medical care since seniors tend to have more 
health problems than young people and many of these problems, such as heart disease and strokes, are 
very costly. However, the government may not have enough budget for its healthcare systems. This is 
because a smaller young population would mean fewer people in the workforce. This would slow down 
economic growth, and as a result the government would receive less tax revenue. 
 
In conclusion, due to rising life expectancies and falling fertility rates, many countries will have an aging 
population. This can be a serious problem for these countries as they may have to face huge financial 
pressure as a result. 
 

15) WRITING TASK  2 
Many famous sports players advertise sports products. Do the advantages of this trend outweigh the 
disadvantages? 
 
Sample Essay 
 
Many well-known sports people promote sports products. I believe the upside of this phenomenon far 
outweighs its downside because these people can help brands boost sales. 
 
On the one hand, product endorsements from sports personalities can lead to compulsive buying 
behaviour among sports fans. Sports fans want to be like their favourite athletes, using the same 
products as they do. Thus, if a sports star promotes certain sports gear by posting pictures of themselves 
on social media using it in their everyday training, their fans may very likely want and buy some even if 
they already have something similar. However, I do not think this is a great disadvantage for sports fans 
because, unlike luxury items, most sports products are not very expensive. That is to say, it is unlikely 
that a fan will get into debt as a result of buying too many of them. 
 
On the other hand, sports companies can boost sales by hiring sports celebrities as their spokespeople. 
These celebrities are those at the top of their game. If they say that a certain product plays a role in their 
success, many of their raving fans will use that product to improve their athletic ability as well. For 
example, many swimming enthusiasts wear TYR suits at practice because they are what world record 
holders such as Katie Ledecky wear to compete at the Olympic Games. I think this brings great benefits 
to society because when a brand sells well, it can offer many job opportunities for people nationwide or 
even worldwide. 



 
 
 
In conclusion, even though sports lovers may purchase a product compulsively after seeing a sports star 
promoting it, I believe this disadvantage is greatly outweighed by the advantage that famous sports 
figures can help brands increase sales. 
 

16) WRITING TASK  2 
Many students find it difficult to concentrate or pay attention in school. What are the reasons? What 
could be done to solve this problem? Band 7 
 
Sample Essay 
 
In this day and age, more and more contemporary attention has been placed on the opinion that many 
students prove challenging to maintain their concentration span in an educational establishment. In this 
essay, I will clarify the reasons why this phenomenon is relatively common in many schools in the world 
and suggest some solutions to deal with this problem. 
 
There are two possible causes to explain why many students encounter obstacles in focusing on and 
paying attention to lessons in school. The first one is that they are distracted by their own electronic 
devices such as smartphones or smartwatches. To be more specific, some of the students do not turn off 
their devices’ notifications, leading to the reality that when they are studying mandatory subjects in 
their classes, the loud sound of their smartphones’ notifications may propel them into distraction. The 
second reason is that some pupils do not have a deep and good sleep, therefore, the next day, they are 
highly likely to feel exhausted. As an inevitable consequence, when they are in a state of exhaustion, 
their concentration span will be hardly maintained. 
 
Moving on to the next part, I will propose some ideas to tackle this student’s problem. To begin with, an 
effective method, which can result in an immediate positive effect, is incentivizing students to turn off 
their electronic devices’ notifications and solely use them during break time. In addition, parents and 
teachers should advise pupils to adjust their circadian rhythms. To be more detailed, they ought to tell 
students that they have to sleep early and the ideal length of sleep should last from 7 to 8 hours. 
In conclusion, those are causes making it pupils difficult in having good attention in school as well as 
solutions which may solve this students’ challenge. 
 

17) WRITING TASK  2 
Some people believe that school should teach foreign language for primary school children. Do the 
advantages of this outweigh the disadvantages? Band: 8 
 
Sample Essay 
 
In modern’s society, many folks require governments to educate their children second language since 
they are six years old. From my perspective, I suppose that the drawbacks, as well as merits this trend 
can bring,this trend can bring are equal, which I will delve into herein. 
 
This trend can advantage youngsters in the near and far future. To begin with, in the short term, to be 
taught a foreign language, children tend to have a chance to broaden their knowledge about the world. 
In detail, they can make new foreign peers through social media such as Facebook or Twitter. They can 



chat and ask them about their cultural identities, which can be not taught in school curriculums, thus if a 
child proposes to study abroad when growing up, cultural shock may not be a dilemma. Besides that, in 
the long term, they can easily access to knowledge treasure of humankind. For example, if youngsters 
learn English as a second language, they can fulfil almost any question they wonder because most of the 
documents nowadays are being written in English, as it is the most renowned language, and tend to be 
successful easier thanks to that. 
 
On the other hand, forcing children to learn a second language can affect their childhoods in many ways. 
Firstly, they can lose life experience and skills because of just focusing on study. For instance, if they are 
not good at communicating, leading to misunderstanding, their business can be screwed up when they 
grow up. Secondly, studying one more subject can affect both their mental and physical health. As 
youngsters have less to play outside, the body’s metabolism can be diminished. Furthermore, they can 
easily contract a range of diseases in terms of the shortage of vitamin d, as well suffer from mental ones 
such as autism. 
 
To conclude, I believe that a second language should be taught but from the secondary school forwards 
to avoid problems can cause. 
 

18) WRITING TASK  2 
Social media has replaced the traditional methods of communicating and people use more and more 
social media in communicating and to follow news and events. Some people think that the 
advantages outweigh the disadvantages. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages and give your 
opinion with an example. ?Band: 7.5 
 
Sample Essay 
 
During the last decade, a considerable proportion of citizens prefer to exchange general information on 
internet platforms rather than to interact directly. According to my mindset, I believe that the 
conveniences of this trend surpass the demerits. 
 
On the one hand, the old fashion ways of communication propose disadvantages namely the 
unreliability of news. In other words, a person may consume a huge amount of time listening to others’ 
gossips which are not considered a sincere fact. To elucidate, I used to attend the coffee shop with my 
friends where we were spending hours in an infinite debate which will end with some hilarious stories. 
Hence, the traditional methods of interaction are negatively eroded by unsubstantial rumours. 
 
On the other hand, excessive figures of using digital websites have multiple positive repercussions on 
the time management of an individual. This means social media provide an extensive flow of 
information accessible at any second and at high velocity. Moreover, people can reach their preferences 
with a simple click while doing another physical activity such as running outside or shopping in the 
grocery store. As reported in a study conducted by HV University in 2020, the majority of wealthy 
communities use personal Facebook accounts to communicate with their relatives in order to preserve 
some daily hours for other beneficial tasks. Thus, the time conducting of well-being is positively 
influenced by high rates of the social network. 
 
To conclude, certain people claim that social media can present both flourishing advantages and 
detrimental inconveniences. I strongly believe that the pros of these platforms precisely planning daily 
tasks surpass the cons such as lack of transparency. 



19) WRITING TASK  2 
Large companies use sport events to promote their products. Some people think this has a negative 
impact on sports. To what extent do you agree or disagree? 7,5 
 
Sample Essay 
 
Some people are of the opinion that advertising products in occasional sports events have 
disadvantaged impacts on plays. From my perspective, while this argument can be explained for some 
reasons, I very disagree with this statement because big companies will bring a lot of benefits for 
economics and organization as well as members belonging to national teams. 
 
It is understandable that why some people subscribe to the view that commercials in sports events are 
not relevant for watchers, especially youngsters, who are part of audiences of almost all sports events. 
This is because several manufacturers’ products are not good for health such as tobacco, wine. This can 
lead to unpredictable consequences, which easily attracted the young generation to form an unhealthy 
lifestyle or less-minded actions when they use it. However, I find this argument somewhat compelling 
points since mass big corporations advertising in sports tournaments can help them increase the 
numbers of both potential domestic and international customers, this largely contributes to the 
economic growth of the nation. 
 
Another significant advantage is that allowing big associations to participate in sports events can split 
the cost of organizations or transmit motivation to players. If one tournament has some good players or 
gets a championship league, large corporations will express supports through several gifts or money, 
which parties donate for impressive or good players in order to pay for preparations of the next 
tournaments or practice and equipment costs. Furthermore, it is seemly like a means of transport 
bringing footballers that become more closer with the public and they play a role model in the young 
generation, especially fashion, lifestyle and some positive messages. In the ,way that big companies use 
player’s images to put into commercials or invite celebrity players to take part in their product TV show. 
 
In conclusion, there are several advantages from big corporations attending plays events to advertise 
their products is that increasing economic growth and sharing the cost of tournaments as well as 
contributing some supports as sport’s image and gift for the national team.  
 

20) WRITING TASK  2 
While some people consider global warming to be the most pressing environmental problem now, 
others believe that deforestation has a more detrimental effect. Discuss both views and give your own 
opinion. Band: 7 
 
Sample Essay 
 
While it is widely claimed that global warming is the most urgent environmental issue, some argue that 
deforestation has a more negative effect. Both points of view and the reason why I believe that people 
should pay their most attention to global warming will be elaborated on in this essay. 
 
To begin with, it might seem sensible for some to believe that global warming has affected most of the 
environmental problems, seeing that it has contributed to the increase of extreme weather events such 
as heavy storms, drought and flash floods. Studies carried out by Harvard University, for example, 



revealed that hurricanes and other storms are likely to become more intense and more frequent by 90% 
and it might eventually result in a dramatic transformation of the planet in the long run. 
 
On the other hand, opponents of this idea might propose that deforestation should be taken into a 
consideration as the most pressing environmental matter these days. This is because the usage of wood 
and other forest products has increased considerably, resulting in soil erosion that reduces the yields of 
staple food crops. From this perspective, it is understandable why some would prefer deforestation to 
be the major environmental problem. 
 
Personally, I would argue that in favour of global warming crucially impacting on the sustainability in the 
environment, since people tend to increasingly influence the earth’s temperature by burning fossil fuels, 
farming livestock and manufacturing industries. For instance, given that individuals incessantly release 
carbon dioxide and other pollutants from their actions, this could cause detrimental effects on the 
environment and put the earth at extinction risk. 
 
In conclusion, although it is undeniable that deforestation is an important environmental problem, I am 
of the opinion that global warming should be considered as the most pressing concern in order to 
mitigate the pessimistic effects of its environmental damages. 
 

21) WRITING TASK  2 
Some argue that it is the responsibility of parents to teach children about healthy eating habits, 
whereas others believe that teachers should be responsible for teaching their students how to eat in a 
healthy way. Discuss both views and give your own opinion.?Band 7 
 
Sample Essay 
 
Eating habits are something that children need to learn. Some believe that it is the parent’s duty to 
teach them about it, while others believe that teachers are the ones who should tell them how to eat 
properly. This essay will explain both sides, reasons as well as my opinion. 
 
School is a place for children to learn and begin their life in the society. That also means how they 
behave while they consume their daily needs. What kind of behaviour? In other words, their eating 
habits, which require them to receive the knowledge of the beneficial way. For instance, they need to 
know what kind of food can benefit them the most. In addition, learning about it also aids them in their 
studies as some boost their brain development. Consequently, helping them getting better results in 
class and their future education. 
 
Starting a family includes parents teaching their children all sorts of things. One of them is eating habits. 
While raising a family is important, teaching them how to eat correctly is crucial as well. That means 
they should learn about it during their earliest times. If waiting till the they learn it in school, it would be 
too late, as they would already adopt a bad habit of eating. For example, a child knows how to eat 
around 3 years old, and go to school at 5. As a result, they would be eating incorrectly for 2 years. 
Moreover, once they do it in a false way, it might be hard for them to change. Whereas doing it the 
correct manner at the beginning will result much better. 
 
To conclude, teaching children to contain a healthy style of eating is important. Therefore schools 
should aid them to learn about it. However, in my view, parents should be in charge of telling them the 
correct practice of it, because the earlier they know, they will develop sufficiently better in the future. 



22) WRITING TASK  2 
The number of students who choose to study mathematics at university is low. Why do you think this 
is? What can be done about this situation? Band: 8 
Sample Essay 
 
It has been observed that high schools graduates are not very interested in studying mathematics at the 
tertiary level. I believe exploring the causes of this problem can assist in finding suitable solutions to 
help resolve it. 
 
The old-fashioned way mathematics is taught in schools could account for a lack of desire to study this 
subject at university. Many schools, unfortunately, follow dull methods and therefore, maths has 
become a dry and tedious subject. Consequently, high school students do not pick this subject as their 
university major. If the educational authorities designed a contemporary and intriguing way of learning 
mathematics, pupils would be interested more in studying this subject. For example, using new 
applications close to real life could be a remedy. As a result, students would be curious about practical 
uses of mathematics and opt to study it further at university. 
 
The reason why maths has become less interesting among pupils is due to the fact that exams are really 
gruelling. Hence, they have lost their interest during the time spent at school. For instance, my friend 
was good at maths but because of the harsh exams and low marks, she did not choose this subject for 
further study. One effective way to resolve this difficulty is to reassess the exams’ measures. If schools 
designed standard and simple questions for maths exams, the students could pass them with high 
marks, and they would be more enthusiastic and feel successful and self-confident. 
 
In conclusion, the educational authorities and schools could solve this problem by launching more 
contemporary and trendy programs and reassessing the exams. 
 

23) WRITING TASK  2 
some people believe that it is good to share as much information as possible in scientific research, 
business and the academic world. Others believe that some infomation is too important or too 
valueable to be shared freely. Band 8 
 
Sample Essay 
 
We can understand the importance of sharing information easily if we look back and compare the 
thousand years of history without information technology with the last hundred years. In my opinion, 
it’s more important to know when and where to share the information. Therefore, I will assume the pros 
and cons of each given case. 
 
The latest discovery and generation are the most important things in scientific research, business and 
the academic world. The first group of people strongly believe that sharing as much information as 
possible plays a critical role in the scientific world. These are crucial for me as I am an educational 
researcher. Because my research papers are based on these latest scientific articles and experiments. 
Therefore, I agree with the rise of business and academic progress based on accurate facts. If people 
don’t share at all, there would be fewer scientific achievements and progress. 
 
Some people think that some research-based information is too valuable and prime to be shared freely. 
On the other hand, to share some good information without a filter or think about final consequences is 



to risk yourself and others. For example, when the coronavirus was spreading, the researchers and 
doctors advised that it should encourage the immune system, so the people began to drink some 
vitamin C and vitamin D. This results in some health issues, for instance, people get stomach ulcers or 
become dependent from vitamins among the population. In addition, provision of some vitamins runs 
out in some places or the price of the vitamins goes up sharply. As a result, hospital patients and elder 
people are lacking these necessary treatments. Furthermore, this sector of business is stopped for a 
certain period of time. 
 
In conclusion, As the famous one said that everything has at least three sides. Similarly, the fact however 
is good information, it has both advantages and disadvantages. Therefore, we must give the right one. 
 

24) WRITING TASK  2 
Some people say that music is a good way of bringing people of different cultures and ages together. 
To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion. 9 Band 
 
Sample Essay 
 
The majority of people think that the melody plays a vital role in our modern world, which can reduce 
the gap of culture and generation. In my opinion, I totally agree with this point of view for many reasons 
and will discuss below with the subsequent examples. 
 
On the one hand, music is likely to broaden people’s horizon to welcome various cultures all over the 
world. It is needless to say that each country has their own tradition that performs their culture and 
norms. Melodies can minimize this cultural disparity and become a good method to help individuals to 
have a better cooperation with other people. Moreover, we must admit that local accent in many 
regions is the biggest challenge in communication. However, with melodies, this obstacle can be 
lessened. For example, in an International music festival, which was held in Hue, provide citizens all 
around the world with opportunities to access nation’s culture and have a deeper understanding about 
it. 
 
On the other hand, it is argued by some that there is no boundary of age when it comes to music, which 
gives an everlasting connection between the adolescents and the older. Music is a common ground, 
considered a popular pastime for almost all ages. This is also a magical psychological therapy for medical 
treatment. In the other words, we can say that songs and its rhythm can heal the pain and gather many 
people who have the same symptoms to take part in the treatment process. For instance, patients who 
have a trouble with their mental health and have a headache from time to time, are encouraged to 
enjoy meditation music classes to keep their soul balance. Most people can practice this solution and it 
does not require any specific ages. 
 
In conclusion, I strongly advocate the notion that, Music has an ability to soothe the souls. When people 
hear it, they become ecstatic and relax.Thus, we cannot deny the importance of music in our lives and 
its ability to glue people from a multitude of cultural sectors and ages. 
 

25) WRITING TASK  2 
Working from home benefits workers and not employers. To what extent do you agree or disagree? 
7.5 
 
Sample Essay 



 
Today’s virtual life and the compulsory social distancing due to the recent pandemic revolutionised the 
working styles and moved employees from workplaces to their homes. It is being said that it has been a 
positive development for employees while employers are being suffered from; however, I am convinced 
that this phenomenon has both positive and negative sides to it for both parties. 
 
There are several arguments in favour of working from home for employees and employers. One 
obvious advantage of it is for staff who are now more flexible to do their tasks based on their timetables 
and pace. One can take the example of traditional working hours from 9 AM to 5 PM, which forced 
workers to adjust their all activities based on that. Besides it, this new lifestyle has saved a lot of time 
and money. For example, employees do not need to spend money on commuting to workplaces and can 
save that time and money for their hobbies and improve their lifestyle. Added to this is the employers’ 
side who do not need to spend huge sums of money on renting offices, buying desks, chairs or other 
office’s equipment. This directly contributes to savings becoming phenomenal and their businesses get 
more remunerative. 
 
Despite the above so-called positive aspects, there is a darker side for both. This time flexibility has led 
to staff working overtime. A good example of that was lunchtime which was being used to take a rest 
and enjoy food, but now employees are working continuously while having lunch which can contribute 
to overeating. Apart from that, they are receiving emails even after work hours and end up working 
throughout the evenings. So one should say that working from home has had negative impacts on 
workers. In addition to employees, it has brought disadvantages for employers either by omitting their 
supervision on their staff. This leads to workers not working as productively as they used to. For 
instance, during the pandemic the time it took for an interior designer to complete customers’ orders 
prolonged considerably. This results in customer complaints and hurts the business’s reputation. 
 
To sum up, it is hard to say that the modern working style was extremely beneficial for either employees 
or employers. I would say that this new experience has affected both parties in positive and negative 
ways. 
 

26) WRITING TASK  2 
Nowadays many people complain that they have difficulties getting enough sleep. What problems can 
cause a lack of sleep? What can be done about lack of sleep? Band 8 
 
Sample Essay 
 
A lot of individuals struggle to sleep at night because of different problems they encounter in their daily 
lives. The essay below will discuss the causes of lack of sleep and possible solutions to curb this. 
 
First and foremost, stress and different ailments are the most contributing factors to insomnia. When 
someone is stressed, they don’t find peace in their hearts which causes them to overthink and not fall 
asleep. Also, different diseases such as the high blood pressure and depression are some of the illnesses 
that may cause insomnia. For instance, a study conducted at a certain hospital in Hongkong in 2009, 
showed that 67% of sleepless patients had been diagnosed with depression. Therefore, stress and 
certain diseases may cause a shortage of sleep in some people. 
 
Furthermore, to deal with the problems mentioned above, the public should be educated on the 
dangers of stress and how to manage it. Moreover, those with diseases affecting their sleep must be 



encouraged to exercise a lot and eat healthy foods such as vegetables and fruits. Health practitioners 
should encourage people to do more exercises as it helps the body muscles to relax thereby helping the 
mind calm down. For example, in 2018, student doctors in Zambia found that cancer patients slept three 
hours more at night when they exercised during the day. 
 
In conclusion, sickness and stress are some of the causes of sleeplessness at night. To deal with these 
issues, the government and health specialists should educate people on the dangers of stress and how 
to manage it. Also, individuals must be encouraged to eat healthily and exercise more. These and other 
issues have been discussed in the essay above. 
 

27) WRITING TASK  2 
More and more people nowadays are buying fashionable clothes. Does it have a more negative or 
positive effects? Give reasons for your answer and include relevant examples from your experience. 
Band 8 
 
Sample Essay 
 
n this era of 2021, there are two different perspectives regarding their wear. Some have the intention to 
purchase fashionable clothes, whilst others are zealous to take necessary clothing. I strongly believe that 
both have some pros and cons. Therefore, in this essay, I would like to examine these views and give a 
plausible conclusion regarding that matter. 
 
To begin with, In some ,society people are judged by their outlook. Most often they need to concentrate 
on their appearance for getting some privilege from upper-class people. They need to maintain their 
class by showing themselves. For this , the reason they need to take the luxurious costume. For instance, 
if anybody needs to go to a wedding ceremony he/she might go with a proper outlook otherwise he/she 
seemed to be an unsmart guy. 
 
However, the opposition group feels, that folks need to purchase things which are useful not for 
richness. They think it is not only creating discrimination but also making an ill competition around the 
society. Most often, they believe in the quality of clothing. in addition, traditional wise, stylish materials 
might not be accepted because of their consequences such as dissolving the principles which are 
followed for a long time by ancestors . 
 
In a nutshell, the first notion might be good for some reason with the orthodox opinion that thinks the 
second one is best. It creates a society legible and ensures people’s equality. 
 

28) WRITING TASK  2 
Small businesses are disappearing and being replaced by large multinational companies. Do the 
advantages of this outweigh the disadvantages? Band 8.5 
 
Sample Essay 
 
The growing economy of the world is based on a number of increasing businesses, while big companies 
and small retailers are part of it. However, with the increasing number of large multinational companies, 
small businesses are starting to rattle. Thus, this essay will elaborate on the merits and demerits part of 
large retail companies overshadowing the performance of tiny shops. 
 



There is no doubt that large organizations have always been dominant over small organizations. Firstly, 
these huge named and famed companies can easily expand themselves throughout the world, as they 
would have huge sums of capital to grow in the market. For example, Since, Apple company is the 
biggest global company in the world right now, they have to dethrone companies like Samsung and 
Nokia. Similarly, with a well-known brand name also a company can make itself more visible to the 
consumer. Consequently, the company will gradually take a peek at their performances. As a result, a 
huge company like Nike would get more recognition and praise. For these reasons, the advantages of big 
companies over tiny businesses cannot be denied. 
 
Nonetheless, there is no guarantee that a large company will only bring positivity to our community. The 
first reason is that, While a large number of people will enjoy and prefer using the branded product in 
their daily life, this will reduce the value of the local products. For instance, a huge number of people in 
China are consumers of the Apple iPhone, losing their interest in locally made phones like oppo, Huawei 
and Mi. Secondly, with the decreasing value of homemade items, the government of that nation will not 
be able to generate enough budget at the end of the year. This will led to unbalance economy and will 
result in problems like unemployment, an undeveloped a country. 
 
In conclusion, despite bulk dealing organisation has the majority of their shares in today’s world bringing 
prominent prosperity to the world economy, while the public losing their preferences over gourmet 
products. 
 


